Lower St. Croix Valley Alliance Meeting

September 22nd, 2008
Attendees:

Sheriff Bill Hutton, Washington County

Mayor Tom McCarthy, Lake St. Croix Beach

Councilman Richard Glasgow, Lakeland

Chief Kris Peterson, LSCVFD

Commissioner Gary Kriesel, Washington County Board

Mayor Julia Welter, Afton

Dan Kyllo, West Lakeland Township

John McPherson, West Lakeland Township

Rick Seiler, Lake St. Croix Beach

Cindie Reiter, Lake St. Croix Beach

Jill Wurm, Shepard of the Valley Church

Charlie Farnham, St. Mary’s Point City Council

Mike Theede, St. Mary’s Point City Council

Roger Carlson, LSCVFD Board

Kathy Saltzman, State Senator, 

Bob Livingston, Lakeland City Council

Kathy Lohmer, Candidate running for 56A seat

Chief Deputy Mike Johnson

Greg Malmquist, Lake Elmo Fire Department

Cary A. Schroeder, Lakeland Shores City Council

Elizabeth Kemling, Lakeland Shores City Council 

Ron Goette, West Lakeland Township

Jim Norman, Interim City Administrator Afton

Commander Cheri Decker, Washington County Sheriff’s Office 

Deb Paige, Washington County Emergency Manager

Kristy Gisch, Washington County Emergency Management Specialist

Patrick Waletzko, Washington County Emergency Management Specialist

Greeting/Introductions/Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Kopesky called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM.

Minutes

July 28th, 2008 minutes will be approved at the October 27th meeting; there was no meeting in August.

Announcements

Chair Kopesky gave dates for two gatherings for campaigning Senator Norm Coleman.  Bob Livingston objected as Alliance has traditionally been a non-partisan organization, and he did not believe Alliance was correct venue for this type of information.  Chair Kopesky acknowledged objection.

New Business

A.  Update on LSCVFD and I-94 Corridor

Bob Livingston objected to this item as it was his belief the meeting was to cover only emergency management.  Chair Kopesky acknowledged the objection and allowed Roger Carlson to proceed with the update.

Carlson spoke of his continued work on the I-94 run reimbursement issue and his hope for continued progress.  Senator Saltzman stated that the cost for such a program could reach $400,000.

B.  Brief Overview of LSCVFD 5 Year Long Range Plan

Two new issues of importance were highlighted as changes for 2008:  1) Importance of paid employee, full or part time. 2) Identify property for use as a future satellite station in SW Afton.

Carlson provided a handout entitled “Major Issues for the Period:  2008-2012” which addressed the LSCVFD’s five year plan and ongoing needs.

C.  Washington County Emergency Management 

Deb Paige introduced her team and provided paper power point detail.

Kristy Gisch gave an overview of various scenarios defining the difference between emergencies and disasters.  Natural hazards were outlined, as well as consistent threats.

Pat Waletzko outlined the Emergency Management system including the County’s and other agencies roles in Planning, Revention, Response and Recovery.  Various measures and plans were also defined.  The importance of planning and Public Awareness were emphasized as well.  

Deb Paige reviewed a wide range of points including the need for effective leadership in times of emergency/disaster and the role of chief elected officials during such incidents.  Emergency Operations Centers were discussed and how the Alliance might consolidate resources if appropriate.  NIMS (National Incident Management System) training was detailed, and the need for staff and elected officials to utilize this training.   

Communication and collaboration was highly stressed as well as partnerships and relationships between all levels of government.  Hugo tornado used as example of successful emergency management; both Sheriff Hutton and Commander Dexter spoke to the challenges and successes during the aftermath.

Discussion followed.

Jill Wurm extended an invitation to member cities to submit any proposals for the church council’s consideration regarding use of SOV’s newly expanded facility and expressed the church’s desire to partner with the community.

Chair Kopesky shared points of the presentation that he found to be of greatest importance:

Go three deep

Questions on page 17 of handout (available on request)

NIMS training logistics for Alliance

Lessons learned

The Alliance expressed their appreciation to the Emergency Management team and thanked them for their attendance.

Identify Agenda for October 27th, 2008 Meeting

A. Trash Cans/Benches/Litter Pick-up

B. LSCVFD and I-94 Corridor

C. LSCVFD 5 Year Long Range Plan (lengthier discussion on both B and C)

D. July Minutes – approval

E. NIMS training Logistics

Adjournment:

6:30 PM Meeting adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Julia Welter, Secretary

