Lower St. Croix Valley Alliance Meeting

November 17th, 2008
Attendees:

Mayor Randy Kopesky, Lakeland Shores

Sheriff Bill Hutton, Washington County

Mayor Tom McCarthy, Lake St. Croix Beach

Cindie Reiter, Lake St. Croix Beach

Councilman Richard Glasgow, Lakeland

Commissioner Gary Kriesel, Washington County Board

Mayor Julia Welter, Afton

Bob Livingston, Lakeland City Council

Chief Deputy Mike Johnson

Commander Marv Stutz, Washington County Sheriff’s Office

Mayor Brian Zeller, Lakeland

Tim Gardner, Washington County Star Trail

Richard Thron, Washington County Star Trail

Jim Stanton, LSCVFPD

Kris Peterson, Chief LSCVFPD

Roger Carlson, LSCFPD Board Member

Eric Jackson, Trinity Lutheran Church

Jill Shannon, St. Croix Valley Community Foundation

Mayor Don Jones, St. Mary’s Point

Mark Nagel, Lakeland Administrator

Senator Kathy Saltzman

I  Greeting/Introductions/Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Kopesky called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM.

II.  Announcements and Events

1) Representative Julie Bunn unable to attend; noted progress on the LSCFPD/I-94 reimbursement issue.  Thanked all and looks forward to ongoing work.

2) Mayor Brian Zeller attended recent Transportation Committee meeting; advised group to keep an eye on GEARS Committee and future expenditures.  Woodbury Mayor is Washington County representative to Board.

III  Minutes

Two corrections were made to October 27th minutes:  Addition of Mayor Dean Johnston as attendee and meeting date. Minutes were approved.

IV.  Review and Approve Agenda

V.  Recap of November 26th, 2007 Alliance Meeting

New Business

A.  St. Croix Valley Community Foundation

Jill Shannon and Eric Jackson were in attendance to give overview of mission and provided detailed letter outlining objectives.  Seven cultural arts organizations formed collaborative to assess needs of Valley.  Ms Shannon discussed the plan for space and how a recent study concluded that non-profits contribute $16 Million to local economy.

Program needs continue to be assessed, as well as financial capacity.  Foundation is working with Artspace (real estate developer).  Explained regional benefit as well as local.

Defined future Study (cultural needs and use assessment) to examine area space needs.  Two Phases scheduled with Phase I involving arts organizations and City/Community leaders.  Phase II to explore artist market.  Timeline: Winter/Spring 2009.  Cost:  Phase I -$26,000.  Phase II - $25,000.

Mayor Zeller asked about need.  Mr. Jackson explained that the study will look at options, and that Trinity is second highest in Valley arts usage after the Phipps.

Questions discussed about school involvement, audience survey, and possible community participation based on population.

Survey information to be shared with communities.

B.  Bike Path Snowmobile Access 

Tim Gardner from Washington County Star Trail reiterated that County maps specify “No Studs on Blacktop Trails.”

Mayor Zeller pointed out that unless there is an ordinance or enforcement, limiting studs is not enforceable.  Draft ordinance has been drafted by Lakeland, and other cities will consider, based on Lakeland’s action.  

Recent repaving was raised as an issue.  Mayor Kopesky asked if snowmobiling on path could be banned, but Mayor Zeller stated that would not be possible.  Jim Stanton asked if dates of snowmobile operation could be changed (currently December 1 - April 1).

Lakeland to explore changes to ordinance, including review and comment from Alliance Cities.

C.  Alliance Leadership Team Review 

Mayor Kopesky reminded the group of the need to select new officers (Chair, Secretary) for 2009, and suggested yearly rotation with each city.  

This item was referred to the January meeting.

D  Fire Department Ball

Jim Stanton explained upcoming community event to be held at Fire Hall and will serve as a fund- raiser.  A Committee is needed for planning, event to be held in May or early June.  Alliance could possibly serve as sponsor.

Contact Jim Stanton to volunteer:  jrstanton7@msn.com.

E.  Trash Cans/Benches/Litter Pick-up

Mayor Zeller provided map of bike-trail and inventory of existing trashcans.  Two additional cans have been identified for south end of trail.  Questions arose regarding removal of trash.  Each city will discuss and attempt to coordinate.

Lakeland Shores bench to be used as model for others.

F.  Afton Flu Pandemic Mini-Grant

Mayor Welter explained that Afton has scheduled a flu-shot clinic Monday, December 8th from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM to promote flu pandemic awareness, and that a postcard invitation would be sent to all area residents.  Mayor Zeller asked if quantity would be sufficient, and Mayor Welter will check with Washington County Public Health to add additional units. 

G.  LSCVFPD I-94 Service Runs  

Roger Carlson gave a detailed power-point presentation of his work to date on this issue, and his communication with Senator Saltzman and Representative Bunn.  He thanked Senator Saltzman for her efforts.

A history of the issue was provided, beginning with resolutions from all five Alliance cities signed in November 2006.

The overview included Mr. Carlson’s extensive contact with legislative and local officials, development of formulas, and exploration of financial impact.  Mr. Carlson explained that each run to I-94 costs $1000 that is not reimbursed to LSCFPD.  

Senator Saltzman explained that most transit dollars are fee based, not general fund.  Whatever aid is received, property taxes would be lowered.  Weigh Station funds are still being considered.  LSC Valley residents drive in to Twin Cities and receive help from other communities.  Many issues have been raised; the Legislature has been cautioned against new expenditures, looking at cuts.  Senator Saltzman discussed issues surrounding creating a funding formula. Discussion regarding levy changes if Legislature finds funding.  $400,000 budget would require $300, 000 levy.  There may be competition with State Patrol if funds taken from Public Safety.  Stated that billing can go to MNDOT for grass fire calls.

Mr. Carlson explained WI Statute 60.557 sub. 2.  

Uncollected revenue is reimbursable.  WIDOT reimburses up to $500 for fire and fuel spills, extrication runs (even when fire equipment it not used).

Explore possibility of working with Federal Government, possible collection through State.

Next Steps:

· Continued support by five cities.

· Work with elected representatives to draft legislation.

· Strategies for support from others

Contact Roger Carlson at: jedi2442@aol.com

VII.  Old Business

None.

VIII.  Identify Agenda for January 26,2009 Meeting

A.  Election of Officers

B.  NIMS Training Logistics

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned 6:34 PM

Minutes submitted by Julia Welter, Secretary

