Lower St. Croix Valley Alliance Meeting

July 28th, 2008
Attendees:

Mayor Tom McCarthy, Lake St. Croix Beach

Chief Kris Peterson, LSCVFD

Mayor Julia Welter, Afton

Mayor Brian Zeller, Lakeland

Mayor Don Jones, St. Mary’s Point

Jim Norman, Interim City Administrator Afton

Commander Marv Stutz, WCSO

Louis Jambois, Metro Cities

Jan Dickes, Shepherd of the Valley

Fred Anderson, Washington County Public Health

Rachel Merkouris, Washington County Public Health

State Senator Kathy Saltzman

Mayor Dean Johnston, City of Lake Elmo

John McPherson, West Lakeland Town Board

Greeting/Introductions/Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Kopesky was called the meeting to order at 4:37 PM. 

Minutes

May 19th, 2008 minutes were approved.

New Business

A.  Washington County Public Health

Fred Anderson and Rachel Merkouris from WCPH were present to discuss the County’s perspective on various disaster scenarios including flu pandemic and how best to respond.  Discussion items included the importance of planning and coordination with the MN Department of Health and Center for Disease Control.  Emphasis was placed on the fact that work forces will be reduced 30-40% with the event of flu pandemic, and that the Midwest is not prepared.  Mini grants have been awarded to assist in emergency preparedness, and options for utilizing grant funds were detailed.  Mr. Anderson stated that local municipalities are key to delivering information to population.

Question by Mayor Zeller about process should outbreak occur.  Mr. Anderson explained timing of outbreak, information dissemination to community, development of vaccine.

Mayor McCarthy asked how to handle or quarantine ill residents.  Mr. Anderson stressed importance of internal local plans and coordination with County plan.

Required NIMS (National Incident Management System) training was discussed, as well as the possibility of inviting Deb Paige, Emergency Manager for Washington County.  

Commander Marv Stutz recounted the emergency exercise involving many area departments and agencies.  The LSCVFD JPA addresses group response in emergency.

Mr. Anderson talked about security concerns and how to sustain a public health emergency response.

B.  Metro Cities Transportation

Louis Jambois of Metro Cities provided handout from a power-point presentation providing an overview of the physical needs and transportation strategy for the metro area.  Commuter-shed will determine where transportation projects occur. 

The GEARS (Grant Evaluation and Ranking System) Committee breakdown was discussed; Mayor Bill Hargis will represent Washington County on the board.; possible invite to Mr. Hargis to attend Alliance meeting at a later date.

Kathy Saltzman pointed out that Ramsey County is our ally in this process.

Mayor Kopesky asked that Mr. Jambois keep us informed on this issue.

An overview of Metro Cities was also provided:  19 members on board, 80 plus cities.  Issues addressed by Metro Cities include:

Transportation

Metro Governance

Revenue and Taxation

Housing and Economic Development

Possible invitation to Mr. Hargis to attend Alliance meeting at a later date.

C.  Bike Path: Benches, Trash Cans 

Mayor Brian Zeller proposed a five-city cost share for additional benches, trash cans and trash collection along the County Rd 18 bike path.  Cost approximately $500/year per city.  Discussion will continue in future as cities address budgets and consult with Councils.

Identify Agenda for September 22nd, 2008 Meeting (no August meeting)

A. Deb Paige, Washington County Emergency Management 

Adjournment:

6:02 PM Meeting adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Julia Welter, Secretary

