Lower St. Croix Valley Alliance Meeting

May 19th, 2008
Attendees:

Sheriff Bill Hutton, Washington County

Patrick Olson, Washington County Sheriff’s Office

Cheri Dexter, Washington County Sheriff’s Office

Mayor Tom McCarthy, Lake St. Croix Beach

Chief Kris Peterson, LSCVFD

Commissioner Gary Kriesel, Washington County Board

Mayor Julia Welter, Afton

Mayor Brian Zeller, Lakeland

Chief Deputy Mike Johnson

Jim Norman, Interim City Administrator Afton

Mark Nagle, City Administrator Lakeland

Louis Jambois, Metro Cities

Mayor Dean Johnston, Lake Elmo

John McPherson, West Lakeland Town Board 

Dan Kyllo, West Lakeland Town Board

John Parotti, Short, Elliot, Hendrickson

Mac Hugunen, Executive Director, Friends of Washington County

State Senator Kathy Saltzman

State Representative Julie Bunn

Greeting/Introductions/Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Kopesky was unable to attend.

Acting Chair Gary Kriesel called the meeting to order at 4:33 PM. 

Minutes

April 28th 2008 minutes were approved.

Agenda

Item D was removed; Metro Cities was added as Item B.

New Business

A.  Marc Hugunin, Friends of Washington County

Mr. Hugunin gave an explanation of this new organization and their mission to encourage sustainable development practices and good stewardship of resources in Washington County.

West Lakeland Fly Ash Disposal site was discussed.  Mr. Hugunen would like to meet with others if there are challenges to EIS.  He feels that interested parties should collaborate.  FOWC did not take a position on the landfill.  Discussion continued with Senator Saltzman explaining proposed legislation for future sitings.

B.  Metropolitan Mayors Association:  Louis Jambois

A description of the Grant Evaluation and Ranking System (GEARS) process relative to the ¼ cent tax for transit in the metropolitan area was provided; the board has yet to be elected.  A copy of a letter describing this process was distributed to all cities.  A comprehensive transportation presentation will be held at the July meeting, per Mayor Johnston.

C.  Overview of Sheriff’s Office 

Sheriff Bill Hutton explained organizational chart, employees and operations including:  SWT/SWAT, breakdown of units, court security, training, honor guard, Explorers, mounted patrol, investigations, computer forensics, inmate telephone monitoring, school resources officers, narcotics, welfare fraud, Metro Gang Task Force, Fugitive Apprehension Team.  The County employs 53 deputies, the jail is a 228-bed facility. 

D.  Legislative Update

Senator Saltzman and Representative Bunn spoke on the following topics:  Met Council appointees serving staggered terms vetoed by Governor Pawlenty, Passage of bonding issues in Washington County and overview of projects funded, siting of landfills as protective measure, 70% cuts to Health and Human Services/increased education funding, property tax relief description.

Secretary left at 5:48.

Mayor Johnston reported that Alliance will not meet in June; next meeting date set for July 28th.

Identify Agenda for July 28th Meeting

A. Washington County Public Health and Environment:  Emergency Preparedness/Flu Pandemic 

B. Metropolitan Mayors Association:  Transportation Presentation

Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Julia Welter, Secretary

