Lower St. Croix Valley Alliance Meeting

April 28th, 2008
Attendees:

Sheriff Bill Hutton

Mayor Tom McCarthy, Lake St. Croix Beach

Councilman Richard Glasgow, Lakeland

Chief Kris Peterson, LSCVFD

Commissioner Gary Kriesel, Washington County Board

Mayor Julia Welter, Afton

Mayor Brian Zeller, Lakeland

Mayor Don Jones, St. Mary’s Point

Kathy Lohmer, Republican endorsed candidate running for 56A seat

Chief Deputy Mike Johnson

Larry Peterson, American Red Cross

Ron Goette, West Lakeland Township

Jim Norman, Interim City Administrator Afton

Mark Nagle, City Administrator Lakeland

Greeting/Introductions/Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Kopesky was unable to attend.

Acting Chair Richard Glasgow called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM. 

Minutes

March 24th 2008 minutes were approved.

New Business

A.  2008 League of MN Cities Topical Award Update

Richard Glasgow gave an update on Mayor Kopesky’s submission of the application to the League.

B.  Kathy Lohmer District 56A Candidate

Ms. Lohmer introduced herself to the group and gave a brief overview of her family and background.  She expressed her pleasure in meeting the Alliance group.

C.  LSCVFD Joint Powers Agreement 

Mayor Tom McCarthy discussed errors in agreement; LSCB requests change to independent auditor, possibility of arrangement with auditor and LSCB.  JPA reviewed every five years and is currently in draft form.

D.  Xcel Energy Fly Ash Disposal Site

Ron Goette informed the group of the May 20th presentation on the final copy of EIS.  Discussion ensued regarding permitting process.  Commissioner Gary Kriesel commented on the text amendment being considered.

Major focus of EIS is environmental, many questions remain according to Mr. Goette.  Concerns were raised regarding property value implications, long term use of forty-six acre site forever changed with this proposal.  Further discussion centered on hauling to alternate site, costs, reclassification of fly ash.

E.  Community Health Emergency Preparedness Committee-City of Afton

Mayor Welter explained that Afton had met with Washington County Public Health and Environment staff Ashley Turgeon and Fred Anderson in conjunction with newly appointed committee members.  The committee will be working to draft an emergency preparedness plan to share with Alliance cities, and to network with other agencies to raise awareness on this issue.

F.  St. Mary’s Point Update:
Mayor Don Jones informed the group that there is a vacancy for part-time City Clerk.  The draft of their Comprehensive Plan is complete and has been mailed to adjoining cities.

G.  Sheriff’s Report

Sheriff Bill Hutton talked about recent burglaries that have been resolved and several of the auto accidents that have occurred over the last year.  He also gave an update on the status of the application for the 800mghz Public Safety Communications Tower proposed for Afton.   

There is currently a burn ban in effect, no brush burning allowed.  Contact the LSCVFD with any questions regarding permits.

Identify Agenda for May 19th, 2008 Meeting (meeting one week early due to holiday)

A. Discussion on Foreclosures/Vacant Housing 

B. Overview of Sheriff’s Office (30 minutes)

C. Metropolitan Mayors Association Transportation Presentation

Adjournment:

6:01 PM Meeting adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Julia Welter, Secretary

