Lower St. Croix Valley Alliance Meeting

March 24th, 2008
Attendees:

Commander Marv Stutz

Sheriff Bill Hutton

Mayor Dean Johnston, Lake Elmo

Mayor Tom McCarthy, Lake St. Croix Beach

Councilman Bob Livingston, Lakeland

Councilman Richard Glasgow, Lakeland

Chief Kris Peterson, LSCVFD

John Parotti, Short, Elliot, Hendrickson

Commissioner Gary Kriesel, Washington County Board

Mayor Julia Welter, Afton

Mayor Randy Kopesky, Lakeland Shores

Dan Kyllo, West Lakeland Township

State Senator Kathy Saltzman

State Rep. Julie Bunn

Greeting/Introductions/Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Kopesky called the meeting to order at 4:40 PM.  

Minutes

February 25th, 2008 minutes were approved.

New Business

A.  Lake St. Croix Beach Electronics Waste Disposal

Mayor Tom McCarthy offered sign-up sheet for volunteer shift at May 3rd e-waste event.  Explanation of recycling grant was given.  LSCVFD Joint Powers Agreement was discussed. Question by Bob Livingston regarding LGU attorneys duplicating efforts.

B.  2008 League of Minnesota Cities Topical Award

Mayor Kopesky explained status of potential $1000 award for collaborative effort as a group.  Has drafted letter, application for submission; would accept additional letters from five cities as well as any resolutions of support.  Needs materials by April 18th.

C.  Emergency Response to I-94 Corridor 

Senator Saltzman stated that with the passage of the transportation bill, no additional monies are available for this effort.  No funding formula was developed, other cities were observed, funding needs to be justified and quantified.  This needs to be part of a transportation bill.

D.  Lower St. Croix Valley Safety Campaign

An overview was given including the need for school bus safety rules, consistency, and incorporation into driver’s education. PTA involvement may be explored, as well as a monthly theme with a message.  Public works, State Patrol are both interested in partnering.  

E.  Fly Ash Landfill:  Resolution Regarding Bunn Bill

Representative Bunn gave background on the bill, stated that Washington County has been inundated with water issues.  The bill would not apply to existing or expanding landfills.  Discussion followed on testing methods and whether or not Excel could be required to haul scrubber ash to hazardous waste site.  While appreciated, resolutions are not being sought at this time.  Refer any literature inquiries to Rep. Bunn.

F.  Washington County Proposed Quarter-cent Sales Tax Increase

Commissioner Kriesel gave an overview of the transit tax, explained impact on residents.  Discussion held regarding JPA relative to debt, Metropolitan Council 2030 Plan, and ongoing transit studies.  Kriesel opposes Washington County funding the build-out of transit system when ridership/users reside outside of the County.  Questions centered on what benefits might for County, importance of addressing existing infrastructure stressed by Mr. Livingston.  Senator Saltzman stated that this is an economic development issue, that a good transportation system is crucial.  Additional concerns were discussed among the group including current state of economy.  Mayor Johnston offered to invite Regional Mayor’s Alliance to present program on transportation funding problem.  Commissioner Kriesel expressed appreciation for work completed by Senator Saltzman and Representative Bunn.

Old Business

None

Identify Agenda for April 28th, 2008 meeting

A.  LSCVFD Joint Powers Agreement

B.  Mayors Alliance Transportation Presentation (30 minutes)
Adjournment:

6:25 PM.  Meeting adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Julia Welter, Secretary

